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Tan chebs all over the wordd and
ane of the biggest is located
across the country in Phoanix,
Ariz, The Mew England Patriots
Fan Club of Arizona bagan after
Super Bowd X¢{X] and has grown
to over 1,000 members. Club
founder Mike Allen started the
clib as a result of Tans calling
lexcal racko showws and lookng Tora
place to waich the Patnots take on
the: Packers, The chub began with
20 people and has grown aver
gince, wtilizing the weh and social
media, a monthly newsletter, local
radio stations and a grassroots
campalgn o bulkd membership.

When members ses cars with
stlakars or magnals Tor Maw
England teams and colleges, they
leave a flier on the windshield. As
a result, 95 percent of the club
is from the Mew England area
althowgh there are mermbers from all over the
United States and multiphs countries. Some
et have never get fool in Arzona, bot
o] becaiese theny had Tamily memibers in the
chuky or et the club on the osd.

The club began traveling in its inawgural
seas0n, going to a Patriots game in Dermer.
Rather than continuing fo go to away games,
the club began traweling back to Mew England
to see the team at Gillette Stadium and visit
with family. A= Media Director Scott Holt says,

The Mew England Patriots Fan Club of Arizona is
one of the biggest Patriots fan clubs.
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The club is prowd fo sUpport Tedy's Team and the

American Stroke Association,

Rather than raveding o Patriols
away games, the ciub refurns o
New England each yeor to visit
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lowd. Thara are third guarter
rafflas, Boston memorabilia on
the walls and a donk, the "Bloston
Tea Party,” designed by club
memkbers. The club controls all
af the talevisiona in the bar and
often turms on division rivals or
other New England ares teams on
thia smiallar televisions. The club’s
board of directors has really tried
to make it feal as if fans are baok
in New England on gams day.

The club has found conmections
batwean Arizona and New England
& wall. They have abgned with Tedy
Bruschi, not just a New England
Patricd alumni player but a formes
Arzona Wikloat as well, The club
hests tundralsers at each game
for Tedy's Team with the Amenican
Stroke Assooiation. Tha Patriots
game against the Broncos was this
year's “Tady Bruschi Day” and sawa
saasan-high 135 membears core out i suppaort.

Holt describes the chub as, “A very close knit
group with people coming from all over Nesw
England and getting to know each other. It has
bacome like a second homa for a lot of the
fans,” The club tnes fo plan offseason events,
such as a draft party and picnic. In addition, the
cluby plans events for when the Braine, Celtics
and Red Sox am in the area.

The clubs biggest events are when the
Patriats are in town. Meambers theow a big
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“It's turned out to be a really good trip every
year — we have just made it a rtual™ This
yaar, 30-40 members traveled East for the San Diego game and
gathered for the club's annissl tradition — a Saturday night party
at CBS Scene and a pre-game tailgaka.

The club's official headguarters is Toso’s Sports Bar & Grill in
Fhoanix. Holt comparaes games at Toso's to going to games at
the stadium. i i= not just 2 game but an event. Fans travel from
all over Arzona, sometimes driving hours 1o hang out and watch
the game. There are typically bebween 50 and 85 members in
attendance, with a higher turmaut for games that are not televised
in Arzona. Club members are on the microphone dolng the

party whenever the Team & in Phoeno:, with
thia biggest coming the Saturday night befors
Supar Bowl XLI in 2008, Fobart and Jonathan Kraft wene in
attemdance and raffled off saveral tiokets to club membsers. Andre
Tippett, Patnots cheesraadars and several membsers of the Aosion
media wera among the 2,000 people in attendance. It is one of the
most memorable experdences for one of the Patriols largesat and
old=at fan clubs. With its 15th anniversary season on the horizon,
theer Gluby i sure 1o continue growing.

To learn more about the New England Patriots Fan Glub
aof Arzona, pleass visit httpofwww.nepfca.com/index. himi
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